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coerce time-expired soldiers before the Government had com-
pelled those who had not served to take their share. " Of course,"
he said, " these men have no Trade Union . . . what is the dif-
ference between the man at the Front and the man who is
making munitions here? The difference in the eyes of the
Government is this, that if the man at the Front does not go
on to parade when he is ordered into the trenches they shoot
him; but if the man who is making ammunition goes out and
downs tools they give him five shillings a day more rather than
lose his work."
He did not believe that the sense of justice of that House had
become so degraded that they would for one moment assent to
a proposition of that kind.
Nor was it. So plain was the feeling in all quarters of the House
that the Prime Minister thought it wise to withdraw the Bill. He
was an old Parliamentarian; he could see what the House felt
about the Bill; it was not weakness but wisdom on the part of
the Government to acquiesce in the determination of the
Commons. Mr. Long accordingly asked leave to withdraw his
request for permission to introduce the Bill, and the House
agreed to its withdrawal without a dissentient voice,
" They have brought in the Military Bill for the time-expired
men and Edward made them throw it out," Lady Carson re-
corded. " He says no Prime Minister has ever been placed in
such a humiliating position as Asquith,"
Sir Edward Carson, however, was pressing neither for triumph
for himself nor for the humiliation of the Prime Minister. Five
days later when Mr. Asquith described a new Bill for the estab-
lishment of Universal Compulsory Service and took occasion to
explain that the previous measure had been adopted to meet the
views of the Labour representatives, Carson warmly welcomed
the measure and regretted only that it had not been introduced
at an earlier stage of the war. The crisis was over. When Mr.
Lloyd George spoke next to his friend Riddell on the subject, it
was to say, " I don't want anything to happen just now; the
time is not ripe. I doubt if a new Government could last for
three months."